T UTORS*® TIPS

Helping Adults With Spelling

e e e tiace shills are oqoully mportanty T

Have a go at spelling the word. Does it lock right?

Auditory Sound it out,

e
Motar Write the word down.

Intellectual Think of parts of the word you may know, eg. prefixes,
suffixes, root words.

Some Useful Strategies for Helping Adults Improve Spelling

Develop editing (spelling, punctuation, grammar) and prool reading skills (the final
check belore pubhshﬁngﬁ{ ludents should pick vp and correcl their own errors, using
the tutor as o back stop.

/ Use clear handwriting.

“ Use the LOOK, SAY, COVER, WRITE AND CHECK method to learn
new words.
_— Eg. LOOK ot the werd, noting the shope and special features

SAY the word, proncuncing each syllable

COVER the word when ready to test memory

WRITE the word without copying it

CHECK 1o see it has been writlen correctly - it not, start again

A+T Understand how words are formed.
Be aware of likely letter patterns, sequences and combinations.
eg. use word families, syllobles, prefixes or suffixes, or root words to
build knowledge.

g Learn word meanings and origins.

. Introduce spelling words in context - relate to reading or writing.

Don't use published lists of words unless they relate directly fo the studenf's
need for writing.

Focus on small amounts of infermation at any one time.




Learn ne more than 5 - 10 new words at a fime.

Understand letter and sound correspondence.

Use memory aids (mnemenics) for "hard te remember" words.
These are most effective when worked out by the student.
eg. here, there and where are all place names, stationery includes
anvelopes, a piece of pie

| alal™

lﬂ Exaggerate pronunciation.
eg. Wed / nes / day Feb / ru f ary

Underline or highlight the hard er unusual part of the word.

Find small words within big words.
Eg. imparfant im / port / ant

Use rules effectively.
Thera are over 200 spelling rules. Many are generalisations rather than
rules. If complex and unreliable, ask yourself it the rule is worthwhile
learning.

Understand regular patterns before looking at the irregular.

,? Understand how to break words into syllables.

ag.ex [ pe [ ri [ ance, qual /i / tic f a [/ tion

&' Keep a personal spelling dichienary of commenly needed words that are
4 often misspelt.

Be willing te take an educated guess about how a word may be spell.

Use these as a basis for writing sentences, Cloze exercises, gomes and
activities.

Know how to use a dictionary.
Choose a dictionary thot suits the ability of the student. Understand
alphabetical order, use of headwerds, pronunciation, meanings and word
origins.

Be aware of some terminclogy
ag. vowel, consonant, digraph, syllable, prefix, suffix, singular, plural.
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Some strategies for this writer may be:

stran (strain) Explore sounds. eg. long and short "a" sounds
51|‘|;_,.||1 |;_‘.h|;;|||1 Frieai r; r-e‘-:_Jlrl Hl.’_,lf] r|;“_:|r1 drain
rEir, |':|-"‘|r" fnn r‘1r_'||‘| bBon, con, fan

suich (such) Draw around the shape of the word, using lower case

lettars, .
Lock, say, cover, write and check method.

meat (meet) Write the words "meat” and "meetf” in sentences to clarify
the meaaning.
Use in Cloze exercises.

dout (doubt) Discuss that the Latin root of "doubt” is "dubitare® to
understand why the silent 'b' is refained in the English
word.

treid (fried) Learn the "i before &" rule.

Lock, say, cover, write and check methed.

juss (just) Pronounce the word clearly, emphasizing the " sound.
Develop rhyming word tamily fo consolidate the pattern.
eg. just, rust, must, bust

labor (labour) Explain that the American spelling of some words is often
clﬁereﬂ from ours. In many cases both versions are
acceptable, but this is not always so.
iscuss the use of "Labor Parly”.

go's (goes) Understand the use of the uﬁ:-sm::phe
Lock, say, cover, wrile and check method
moveing [moving) Learn the rule for adding suffixes to root words that end
in “silent e*,
arrive (arrived) Encourage proot reading skills to pick up careless errors.
off (of] Use "of" and "off" in sentences to cl I:Jrlﬂ.r the different use.
busness (business) Elreak into :—'J{”ubles eg. bus/ i/ ness
Excggerate the pronunciation.

Teadching spnlhn to adulls iz very different from leoching children, Al pri
school, children build their spelling knowledge and vc-cﬂ:ulurr in a .'dn'-.m:h.u*e::‘l‘f
aidurh' way. Adulls, on the other hand |.1l|.rl:.|F|"|I have to be taught 1o |denl|hr
their spelling problems, before they can fill in the gaps in their knowledge, This
often involves "unlearning" incorrect spelling or aven rules thot have been
misunderstood. This is why improving an odulf's spelling can often be o messy,
fime-consuming business. Mevertheless, o well-balanced spelling program can

cerlainly improve an adulf's abslity fo s il comedly, and this will ly increcsa
their confidence ond maoke them more intersasied in wriling. Hr
It is important to keep in mind thal o speller can often communicale well, express ideos clearly

and con even wrile with stle. Often, the main problem with the wrifing is for the reoder fo understand
raadily wha! is meant. So, use the content to praise the sludent's aHuHs al writing, bafore looking ot
zpelling mistakes,

If there are many spelling errors in a piece of writing, it may be more beneficial lo focus on a few
rather than correct averything of once. Too many correclions will nod only confuse the student, but
will moke them feel that the job ohead is mmuhnlnunﬁii You can exploin why to your student in an
open way. Don'l try lo pretend the mistokes are net there. Just say something like, ®| have noticed
ihere iz o paliern o some of the misiokes you hove maode in this wrili We will lake o few weeks
to work 1hﬁ:q.rgh these problem areas, and today we will look of how wa::gs can change whan endings

are oddad.®

It is very fruatrating for poor spollers fo wrile bacousa they must constantly look words up in the
:i-:l-nnnr'p or think of an ollernafive word that is easier o spell. Many odults aveid wrifing allogether

qul are afroid of being embarrossed if they moke a spelling mistake. This is a problem that
must b- cvercoms, becouse 1o be o speller you MUST write. Wrifing and remembering how
words lock s ESSEMTIALL [f the writer hoaw to spall wall, they will wrile with grecier fluency and

Enjoyrment.




