T UuT ORS "™ TIPS

‘nspiﬂing [ Leluctant \W/riters

When we write, we are committing to poper thoughts, ideas and information
for an oudience. Writing is a form of communication that reveals many things
obout the outhor. Some people enjoy writing, os it can be shared with others
ond often gets o positive response.

Why is it so many adults are reluctant to write?

There may be many reasons, but some of the most common are:

B There is rarely a need to wrile,

B Woys hove been found to ovoid writing.

B Wriling skills hove become rusty,

B A bod experience with wriling in the posl has token awoy confidence,
B There is an expectation that wriling must be correct the first time.
B There is o fear of maoking spelling mistokes.

B The writer iz uncedain aboul sentence struciure,

B The wriler hos dithiculty composing thoughts in o structured waoy.
B A focus on the mechanics af wriling makes composition difficult,
B The writer is uncertain aboul the gppropriate style and structure.
B Poor handwriling skills make the writer embarrassed.

Writing is a very complex task. It is different from reading. Reading is
understanding what someone else has written - you interpret their meaning.
With writing, the meaning has to come from you. It not only involves the
mechanics of forming letters, but also the composition of ideos. The writer
then must record those thoughts in o way that others con readily understand,
using their knowledge of spelling and grammar.

How then can reluctant writers be inspired to write?

Tutors should keep these points in mind:

B Eslablish o trusting relationship in which the student is prepared to have a go.

m Set smaoll achievoble goals

B Maoke it easy to write,

B Praise whaol is good ond ignore the resl unhil ediling lime

B Lise the student's ideas, nol yours.

B Encouroge the student o falk about the ideas first.

B Respond with inlerest to the ideas afterwards.

B Model the writing process. Demonstrate thot messy handwriting, spelling
mistakes, crossing oul and rewriting are often the norm

B For beginners, be a scribe, then let the student make o copy.




‘olems ]Ec:rr* W‘Piting

Pre-writing Stago

Find a reasan lo write. This

should be relevant to the
needs and interests of the
student, It should not be foo
long or complex. You want
the student fo hove success
and grow in confidence.

Use visual stimuli such as
pictures, drowings, videos,

pholos ar real objects,

Allow time for the thoughts
fo incubate.

Do lots of talking about the
lopic before any wriling is
done. Quesfioning and
discussion will clarfy the
information and help pul if
info an orderly structure.

Look of examples of the
some genre lo see how
others hove presented
infarmotion,

Telk cbout the purpose and
: b
audience of the genre. ]
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TL\e Stages G]E W'ﬁiting

Beginning writers can have
o scribe, This frees their
mind from the mechanics of
writing ond allows them fo
focus on the composition.

Stort by ensuring the wriling
fits the purpose and the
audience. Make changes
io the style and fone if
necessary.

l:inirking Stage

Once ogoin, relale the final
presentotion fo the purpose
and the cudienca. Decide
on the lock and layoul that
is required.

Write ideas down in note
form ofter they are
discussed. Key words ond
phroses can be linked
logether loter, Mumbering
the ideos in sels is o quick
way o argonise tha moin
points,

Check Ihat the information
makes sense. |s more detoil
or descniphon needed?
Should some sentences or
parogrophs be reorronged
or deleleds

Make a clean copy.

Brain storm imporiant
points, then moke o mind

map.

Are the senlences varied in
length, vocobulary and

structlure?

Meat hand-writing is offen
sufficient,

Gel starled any way thot
suits. Remember thal the
first draft will aller quile o
bit before the writing is
completed. You con make
changes later on.

Is the spelling correct?
Check thal word ending are
complete and thal no words
have been left out. Make
sure Ihe correcl homonym

has been used,

Somelimes o lyped copy is
more appropriate.

Don't worry about misiokes.
Focus on getting the ideas
down on poper in some
form. Many students find

Look ot the puncluation. Be
sure the senlence

punctuation is right. Check
commas, quotalion morks

Give the finol product to
someone lo read. Get o
reaction, Encouroge the
student lo see wriling os an

editing ot this poinl stops and gpostrophes. enjoyoble experience.
them thinking creatively.
M Is the grommar correct?
[:\. g -""L Make sure sentences are
L
the Qcay complete. Look af tenses
I"""'b'll"i'-- ™
> pla Mloag ond plurals
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What do good writers de? How deo H-m? compose?
It is like an iceberg — 7/8 is under the sur

ace,

PROOF READING
m Check spelling,
punctuation and layout.

EDITING

® Pretend you are the oudience.

® Read it critically.

® Does it make good sense?

W s it clear?

® |f not, make changes until you are
satisfied you have said what you want
to say.

FIRST DRAFT
B How will | word it2
(write on every second line)
B How will | set it out? (format, conventions)
m Say it to yourself before you write it down.
m Ask yourself -Does it sound right?
® Does it flow?
® |s it clear and concise in tone?

B Think about the purpose of writing.
® Write a brief plan.
®\Write some notes or key words.
B Look at some other similar writing —
how has it been done?
® Talk o someone about your ideas or thoughts.
B 'What do you know about?
®m ' What do you need to write?

PREPARING TO WRITE l




